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President's Message
WOW! For the past few days since the convention ended I've been trying to figure out
just the right words to describe the experience we all shared at Lake of the Ozarks.
After going through all of the superlatives that I could think of WOW! seemed the most
appropriate. Kicking things off was a terrific vendor show and an opening reception in
the sand, sponsored appropriately by the Sandy Creek Mining Company, which
included a raggae band and plenty of good food and conversation. That was enough to
give everyone an idea of what was to come. The next evening there was a luau with
more good food and a hotly contested game show in which Pigs, Ducks and Elephants
had their knowledge and skills tested on a variety of subjects from the Rocky &
Bullwinkle theme song to the original color of Coca-Cola, to carrying ping-pong balls
between their legs and dropping them into a bedpan to passing a hula-hoop between
team members all the while holding hands. In the end the Elephants prevailed,
probably because their memories are so good. A fun and wacky time was had by all.
We also had the opportunity to
visit two of the local NCA
members, Jacob's Cave and
Bridal Cave. I'd like to thank
Frank Hurley and his staff at
Jacob's Cave for allowing us to
have a glimpse of the property of
which he is so proud. I can
understand why. The cave was a
sight to behold and I am informed
by Frank the only fully handicap
accessible cave in Missouri.
Frank, congratulations for giving
the opportunity to view the
underground splendors of Jacob's
Cave to the physically challenged who might not otherwise have such an opportunity.
By the way, Frank, you were right, the BBQ lunch was pretty darn good!
After Jacob's we were off to Bridal Cave, directed
there by many small roadside signs put out by
Steve Thompson and staff. Don't know if anyone
got lost but you shouldn't have not with all those
little NCA directional signs along the route.
Congratulations are in order to Steve, the owners
and staff at Bridal Cave for their 65th
Anniversary. Thank you for inviting the NCA
family to Lake of the Ozarks and allowing us to
share the celebration. Bridal Cave is a beautiful
jewel in the Cave State and one can understand
why the owners and the staff are so proud of it. If
you were fortunate enough to tour Bridal Cave you
know that words alone cannot sufficiently describe
what we saw so I won't even try. Suffice it to say
that there were a lot of ooohs and aaahs heard.
Of course, there was also business to attend to.
This year the members elected new officers and

directors and the bylaws were amended removing mandatory compliance with the NCA Cave Radiation Standards as a condition to
membership in the association (there will be more on that in a later Cave Talk). I'd like to thank the nominating committee for coming
up with the nominations for officers and directors and I'd like to especially thank all of the officers and directors who have agreed to
serve the association for the next two years. As the association has grown and matured the business aspect of the NCA has become
more important and time consuming requiring all of the members of the board to devote significant amounts of time and personal
resources to the association. We all do this with the belief that our efforts over the next two years will make the NCA a better
organization
for
the
members.
I hope that everyone who attended took advantage of the breakout
sessions provided by your fellow members. Big thanks to Ed Mayfield
and Matt Doyle on their very informative and enlightening session on
social media; to Ann Wescott and Rho Lansden for their session on
attracting and delivering programs to scouts, schools, seniors and
other groups; to Steve Thompson for the session on photo sales in
your cave, to the vendors who helped out in the sessions on rock
sales, photo sales, and advertising your cave; and to Aaron Ginn for
his presentation on employee theft which was quite enlightening for
many of us. I'd also like to thank Keith Dobrolinsky and Pat Sullivan
for their continuing presentations on the NCA Insurance Program. For
those of you who attended the history session there were some
interesting and amusing stories shared as members reminisced about their NCA experiences. Thanks also to Eric Evans for his
presentation of the economic survey and for also being instrumental in getting this important survey completed. The information
contained in the survey is quite detailed and will prove valuable to the members and the show cave industry as a whole.
After the business of the day was completed we were whisked away for a
sunset cruise on Lake of the Ozarks followed up by another memorable
dinner and a concert by one of the best Eagles tribute bands in the country,
7 Bridges. As everything else had been during the convention they were
excellent and everyone had a rockin' evening singing, dancing and just
having a wonderful time. The California contingent may have gotten a bit
carried away when the band started playing Hotel California but what the
heck it was the last night. For any of you who had to leave early and
missed out on the final evening's festivities, you can see some of the
pictures on the NCA website and in this edition of Cave Talk. I also
understand that there was a lot of video taken of the last evening's concert
so I'm hoping that we can get some of that posted so you can see for
yourself
how
the
NCA
cave
people
can
party.
Thanks to all of the vendors who participated in this year's vendor show. I
hope it was as successful for you as it appeared to be. At one point
someone said that when they walked into the vendor show it sounded just
like the large vendor shows. Well done Claudia and the retail committee!
Also, a great big THANK YOU to all of our great sponsors who are too
numerous to mention here but are all very much appreciated.
Thanks to Grant Carey and his crew from Cave of the Winds for their presentation on the convention to be held at Cheyenne Mountain
Resort in Colorado next year. Believe me when I say that I'm certainly looking forward to visiting Colorado and I hope to see all of you
there next year. Mark your calendars, it's going to be a convention you're not going to want to miss.
Whew, that was a mouthful or two. I wasn't sure how the President's first message was supposed to sound or if I was going to have
enough to say when I started writing but when I starting remembering what a good time we had the message took care of itself. If I
haven't exhausted all of my thank yous I would like to add a few final thank yous: to Susan Berdeaux for her tireless efforts to make
these conventions successful, I don't know how we could do this without you; to Bob Holt who has assumed the office of Executive
Director and is doing a spendid job at running the day to day operations of the NCA office; and again to Steve Thompson, the owners
and staff at Bridal Cave for putting this wonderful event together. You wanted to show us a good time at Lake of the Ozarks and boy
did you ever! I think that we can all agree that when you said you were going to take
us "where no one has gone before" you certainly did. Well done, Captain Thompson!!
A final thought in closing. I've been associated with the NCA for many years and over
that time I've gotten to know a lot of people and have developed many lasting
friendships. When I first came into the organization I was told that it was more like a
family than it was a trade association and over the years I've come to realize more and
more the truth of that statement. Thank you for welcoming me into this organization
and for giving me and my fellow board members the opportunity to give something
back to this wonderful association for all that it has given us.
And finally, I'd like to wish you all a very Happy Thanksgiving!

Steve Rawlings, NCA President

Memories of Convention 2013 - Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri

Post Convention Canoe Trip on the Current River, Ozark National Scenic Riverways

Gordon and Judy Smith organized the post
convention canoe trip on the Current River
in Missouri. Thanks to Stan Sides who
provided the photos and commentary.
"Past President Greg & Dee Beckler are
pictured in the upper (left) and totally
upright. Chuck Thorne and new Vice
President Patty Perlaky are stuck, (middle)
but thank heavens, they worked their way
free. They turned their canoe over a
couple of times! We concluded no one
would want Chuck in their Hawaiian War
Canoe! Patty went on strike! The rest of us
were relieved, as we had no more dry
clothes to share with them. Patty, now
seriously on strike, (right) wanted to walk
downstream to Pulltite Landing, our take
out location." -Stan

Lester & Judy Turilli
Named Honorary Members
Only a year late in the delivery of the award, Les & Judy Turilli of
Meramec Caverns were bestowed Honorary Members of the
NCA. The honor was presented at the 2013 Convention. The
original plan was for the Turilli's to receive this at the 2012
Convention in South Dakota as the plaque states. Les and Judy
became ill and at the last minute could not attend the convention
so the honor was postponed until this year.

Per the Association Bylaws, honorary lifetime membership may be
awarded by the Board of Directors to any individual in recognition of
outstanding service to the NCA and to the Show Cave industry."
Congratulations Les & Judy!
At the far right President Greg Beckler presents the Honorary Membership to Les
and Judy Turilli. Standing next to Beckler is Honorary Member Harrison Terk who
spoke about Les & Judy's service to the show cave industry, going back to the days
of Lester Dill, Les Turilli's grandfather.

Retail Committee
A quick overview of the Convention Vendor Show 2013, Lake of the Ozarks!
The Vendor Show was the biggest yet with 36 booths! I believe we probably also had the most orders written at this show at being
around 100 orders. And the most exciting part was Inner Space Caverns won the $500.00 Gift Card!!!!!! The vendors and buyers both
seemed very happy with many vendors saying they will be back next year. We did receive a few suggestions on how to make the
vendor show better and those are being looked at now.
Anyone that could not make it to the vendor show but would be interested in vendor information just let me know and I will get you that
information. claudia@squireboone.com
Tennessee Gift Show Update:
The IGES and the SMGS are both the first full week in November. The NCA Buyers dinner will be held on Wed. Nov. 6th. If you have
any questions about the shows or the buyers dinner please drop me an e-mail and I will try and help as much as I can.
2014 Vendor Show:
Plans for the 2014 Vendor Show are already in the works. This is an invitation only show. If you have any favorite vendors that you
would like invited to the show please get me their company name and address and contact information as quickly as possible. The first
mailing will go out before Thanksgiving!
A Huge THANK YOU to everyone that helped put on a great 2013 Convention. And an Even BIGGER THANK YOU to the Retail
Committee that pulled the Vendor Show together!!
Congratulations to everyone that made the recent Souvenir & Novelty!!! I can't name everyone but April Hagen has a great picture on
the first page! Colossal Cave, Natural Bridge Caverns, Mercer Caverns, Lincoln Caverns, Lost River Cave & Valley and Lost River
Caverns and there are even more quoted!! Great Job Everyone!!!!

Claudia Yundt
Retail Chair

Greg Beckler Recognized
For His Term As NCA President
Completing his term of two years as President, Greg
Beckler of Natural Stone Bridge and Caves Park
receives his plaque from incoming President, Steve
Rawlings of Mercer Caverns during the annual
Business Meeting of the NCA at the recent convention
in Missouri.
Greg also received a standing ovation of thanks from
the membership and was given a pair of snow shoes
for the Adirondack climate of upstate New York.
The membership certainly appreciates the time Greg
has given to the Association these past two years. He
remains a member of the Executive Committee for the
next two years and will Chair the Past Presidents
Club!
Thank you Greg!

Employee Theft: Passing on the Lessons
of Our Costly Experiences
By Aaron Ginn
One of the General Sessions at Convention 2013 was the presentation from Sierra
Nevada Recreation Corporation's Aaron Ginn, assisted by Steve Fairchild who
shared some of their experiences in dealing with employee theft.
The PowerPoint and supporting Excel spreadsheet from Aaron's presentation on
Employee Theft can be downloaded from the link listed below.
You may need a (free) Google docs account to download.
https://drive.google.com/folderview?id=0B6n6phSy6igaUjVsd0p0R0ROUVU&usp=sharing

WNS Report
The U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service proposed to protect the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act.
Greg Turner, a mammologist with the Game Commission in Pennsylvania, said in an article in the Wilkes-Barre Times Leader that there
are two sites in New York where bats appear to be holding their own. Biologists are looking at both sites to find out why. He also said
that research is indicating that adult bats are starting to weigh more (2 to 3 grams) going into hibernation than in the past. This change
has not been seen in juveniles.

Patty Perlaky
WNS Chair

From Deep Down in the Archives Timeline 1981

Reva Mae & Marion Smith (2), Jack Steiner (3), Maveta Carter (4) and Tom Gibson (5)

Reminder: We still need old photos for the 50th Anniversary Project!!

Mark Your Calendar!

















National Cave and Karst Management Symposium (NCKMS), Carlsbad, New Mexico, November 4 - 8, 2013
IGES/SSS 2013, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 5 - 9, 2013
IAAPA 2013, Orlando, Florida, November 18 - 22, 2013
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2014, Tucson, Arizona, February 1 - 16, 2014
NCA Mid-Winter Board of Directors Meeting, Renaissance Airport Hotel, St. Louis, Missouri, March 3 - 5, 2014
NSS Convention 2014, NSS Headquarters, Huntsville, Alabama, July 14 - 18, 2014
NCA Convention 2014, Host: Cave of the Winds, Colorado Springs, Colorado, September 22 - 26, 2014
International Show Caves Association Congress 2014, Jenolan Caves, New South Wales, Australia, November 2 - 8, 2014
IGES/SSS 2014, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 4 - 8, 2014
IAAPA 2014, Orlando, Florida, November 17 - 21, 2014
Tucson Gem and Mineral Shows 2015, Tucson, Arizona, January 31 - February 15, 2015
NSS Convention 2015, Waynesville, Missouri, August ? 2015
th
NCA Convention 2015, (50 Anniversary) Host: Cave of the Mounds, Blue Mounds, Wisconsin, (Dates to be Determined)
IGES/SSS 2015, Sevierville & Pigeon Forge, Tennessee, November 3 - 7, 2015
IAAPA 2015, Orlando, Florida, November 16 - 20, 2015
NSS Convention 2016, Ely, Nevada, July 17 - 23, 2016

Got News?
Please make sure you let Bob Holt know when you have news to share with the membership regarding you and your cave. It is the goal
of the NCA office to produce more issues of Cave Talk and this can only happen when you help with the sharing of your news. Please
send your articles, photographs to bob@cavern.com.

December 2013 Cave Talk Deadline
Please have all articles to Bob Holt no later than November 15. Thank you!

